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SERMON, NO. XII. 


Matthew xiii. 44. The kingdom of heaven is like 
unto treasure hid in a field, the which when a man hath 
found he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth 
all that he hath, and buyeth that field. 

These words may require some general explanation, 
before we proceed to the particulars which they em- 
brace. ‘They are susceptible ef the following ampli- 
fication ; “the kingdom of God, which is the gospel 
in its illuminating and moralizing effects is like a 
rich treasure in a field, hidden from common observa- 
tion, and of course not sought after, and perhaps its 
existence denied or treated as a chimera. But aman, 
having satisfied himself that a treasure is deposited 
there, “hideth it,” he keeps it secret, he makes no one 
acquainted with his discovery ; and in the joy of his 
heart, parts with all his possessions, and cheerfully 
gives up all other considerations, to purchase that 
field, and thus secure to himself great and permanent 
wealth.” 

in no part of divine revelation are we presented 
with such a variety of images of the kingdom of heav- 
en, as in the parables of the New Testament. It was 
the intention of our Lord to exhibit his kingdom in 
every point of view, in which it could be considered ; 
and when he had shown it in one light, he turned it 
round, or brought the beholder to a different station, 
and exhibited it in another. It will contribute to our 
acquaintance with the immediate subject, to run the 
mental eye along the line of beautiful images, which 
eatch our attention in every parable; as by comparing 
them, we shall acquire a more extensive knowledge of 
the object which they resemble, and better determine 
the use and application of the similes in the text. 

“The kingdom of heaven is like leaven, hid in three 
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measures of meal, till the whole was leavened ” This 
parable describes the gospel in its essential properties 
and operations. {ts qualities are good, capable of 
diffusion, possessing the power. of assimilating and 
operating in a silent and unseen way, without noise, 
or disturbance, or ostentation. “The kingdom of God 
cometh not with observation. It is not preceded by 
heralds, crying, ‘lo here or lo there” Again, “so is 
the kingdom of God, as if a man should cast seed into 
the grouyd, and should sleep, and rise night and day, 
and the seed should spring and grow up he knoweth 
not how.” As the grain progresses in growth, tho 
nobody sees it grow, so the advances we make in know- 
ledge, as they consist of such minute steps, are only 
perceivable by the distance gone over. “The king- 
dom of heaven is like a merchant man seeking goodly 
pearls, who, when he had found one pearl of great 
price, went and sold all that he had ‘and bought it.” 
There, under the appellation of “kingdom,” our Sa- 
vior describes himself, and points out the design and 
tendency of his religion, to seek, to improve, and to 
save the world. “The kingdom of heaven is like a 
grain of mustard-seed which a man took and sowed 
in his field; which is indeed the least of all seeds ; 
but when if is grown, itis the greatest among herbs, 
and becometha tree, so that the birds of the air come 
and lodge in the branches thereof.” The operations 
and effects of moral truth have commenced upon a 
very small scale; and, of course, the world has been 
accustomed to think very lightly and diminutively of it. 
There has been “but a handful of corn im the earth 
upon the top of the mountain.” The flock of the 
great Shepherd has usually been “a little flock,” and 
they who composed it, have, like Joshua and his fellows, 
“been men wondered at,” yet this diminutive and de- 
spised company “will increase as with the increase of 
God.’ The minatest of all seeds will produce a tree, 
extending its protecting branches in every direction. 
The “fruit of the handful of corn shall shake like 
Lebanon.” “A little one shall become ‘a thousand, 
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and asmall onea strong nation.” Lastly, some para- 
bles which present images of the kingdom of God, 
describe, so to speak, the materials of which it is com- 
posed; they define the ground on which the work of 
moral improvement is predicated. Of this character, 
is the parable which stands at the head of this dis- 
course 

In discussing the subject before us, we shall, first, 
inquire, in what respects the kingdom of heaven is like 
a treasure hidden in a field ? 

There are two ways in which this metaphor may 
be explained, and in both it will be found to form a 
resemblance to the object which it is said to repre- 
sent. It may be understood as describing the king- 
dom of heaven to be like a sum of money, deposited 
in the earth, or like a valuable mine of gold or silver, 
contained in some field, under the surface of the 
earth, the existence of which treasure is unknown, ex- 
cept to the man, who sells all that he possesses to 
purchase the field. How far this method of descrip- 
tion accords with real fact, you may be able to judge 


from a few brief considerations, which will be laid 


before you. It may occur to you, as it has to me, 
that the analogy between the two cases is considera- 
ble, and deserving our attention. He that buysa field 
for the sake of the hidden treasure it contains, buys 
all that appertains to the field ; the useless as well 
as the useful becomes his, the purchaser’s property. 
The man who should make a purchase of this kind, if 
the soil wore an unpromising appearance ; if it was 
barren, except in briars and thorns, in noxious weeds 
and poisonous herbs, and if, at- the same time, the 
secret treasure was unknown to all but the purchaser ; 
I say, under such circumstances, the man might natu- 
rally enough be called unwise to part with his wealth, 
for that which is thought to be worth nothing. You 
scarcely_need be told that the gospel was first preach- 
ed under the most wunpromising and appalling circum- 
stances. What must must have been the expectations 
of the founder of the new kingdom, what the calcu- 
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For the Repository. 


A POEM ON THE SHORTNESS AND UNCERTAINTY OF 
LIFE. 


Ah what is life? a flower, a vapor ! 
The dew of morning, passing soon ! 

Or like the sudden wasting taper, 
Soon out—alas, how short the boon! 


Approach with silent grief the mansion, 
Where mortals slumber in the grave ;— 
Where now that damsel once so handsome? 

Where now that hero once so brave P 


, Where now those eyes once sparkling, glancing, 
Hi: | Diffusing joy on all around? 

WT Where now that graceful form, enchanting ? 

i | That voice r—in silence—how profound ! 


| What lamentation and what wailing ! 

What mourning, struggling and what pain! 
i When the grief-worn body’s failing,— 

alll The soul now flies—now comes again! 


This life’s a shadow, O how fleeting ! 
How vain and transient all its joys! 

4 Its seeming pleasures all retreating, 
i Leave but a name of fancied toys. 


Fi Then since ’tis but a sleep of error, 
§} An unavailing imag’d life, 

| Let us with wisdom view the mirror, 
7 And in religion seek relief. 


Let us anticipate with pleasure 
A life to come that never ends ; 
be And in that house lay up our treasure, 
Where we shall meet departed friends. 


Where grief and pain have no admission, 
And heavenly pleasure ceaseless reigns ; 
Where every soul in true submission, 
Shall praise cur God while he remains. 
D.S. 
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measures of meal, till the whole was leavened ” This 
parable describes the gospel in its essential properties 
and operations. {ts qualities are good, capable of 
diffusion, possessing the power. of assimilating and 
operating in a silent and unseen way, without noise, 
or disturbance, or ostentation. “The kingdom of God 
cometh not with observation. It is not preceded by 
heralds, crying, ‘io here or lo there” Again, “so is 
the kingdom of God, as if a man should cast seed into 
the ground, and should sleep, and rise night and day, 
and the seed should spring and grow uphe knoweth 
not how.” As the grain progresses in growth, tho 
nobody sees it grow, so the advances we make in know- 
ledge, as they consist of such minute steps, are only 
perceivable by the distance gone over. “The king- 
fom of heaven is like a merchant man seeking goodly 
pearls, who, when he had found one pearl of great 
price, went and sold all that he had and bought it.” 
There, under the appellation of “kingdom,” our Sa- 
vior describes himself, and points cut the design and 
tendency of his religion, to seek, to improve, and to 
save the world. “The kingdom of heaven is like a 
grain of mustard-seed which a man took and sowed 
in his field; which is indeed the least of all seeds ; 
but when ii is grown, itis the greatest among herbs, 
and becometha tree, so that the birds of the air come 
and lodge in the branches thereof.” The operations 
and effectsof moral truth have commenced upon a 
very small scale; and, of course, the world has been 
accustomed to think very lightly and diminutively of it. 
There has been “but a handful of corn in the earth 
upon the top of the mountain.” The flock of the 
great Shepherd has usually been “a little flock,” and 
they who composed it, have, like Joshua and his fellows, 
“been men wondered at,” yet this diminutive and de- 
spised company “will increase as with the increase of 
God.’ The minutest of all seeds will produce a tree, 
extending its protecting branches in every direction. 
The “fruit ef the handful of corn shall shake like 
Lebanon.” “A ‘little one shall become ‘a thousand, 











Christian Repository. 99 


and asmall onea strong nation.” Lastly, some para- 
bles which present images of the kingdom of God, 
describe, so to speak, the materials of which it is com- 
posed ; they define the ground on which the work of 
moral improvement is predicated. Of this character, 
is the parable which stands at the head of this dis- 
course 

In discussing the subject before us, we shall, first, 
inquire, in what respects the kingdom of heaven is like 
a treasure hidden in a field P 
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tion accords with real fact, you may be able to judge , 
from a few brief considerations, which will be laid 


befere you. It may occur to you, as it has to me, 
that the analogy between the two cases is considera- 
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for the sake of the hidden treasure it contains, buys 
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I say, under such circumstances, the man might natu- 
rally enough be called unwise to part with his wealth, 
for that which is thought to be worth nothing. You 
scarcely.need be told that the gospel was first preach- 
ed under the most unpromising and appalling circum- 
stances. What must must have been the expectations 
ef the founder of the new kingdem, what the calcu- 


5 




















100 Christian Repository. 


hations of his few, despised followers, when he and 
they saw nothing before them but a dreary, barren 
waste, the thorn instead of the myrtle, and tares in- 
stead of wheat? In a word, what animating considera- 
tions could attend the contemplation of a world, “dead 
in trespasses and sins?’? These were solemn facts 
attested by history and experience, yet we are not at 
hberty to believe, that the Redeemer of the world 
undertook his work heartlessly, and hopeless of suc- 
cess. Weare not to indulge the impious thought, 
that he had no object, or was ignorant of the means of 
securing his object. But his object must have been 
hidden from the common view of mankind. The 
Savior nust have known of the existence of a treasure, 
which, “for ages and generations had been concealed” 
trom the world. This treasure was his kingdom, his 
inheritance, “the joy set before him.’? He said to 
the people, the “kingdom of God is within you.”? Who 
would have expected any thing valuable in such per- 
gons as Matthew and Zaccheus, both publicans and 
sinners,” the openly immoral and profane? Yet the 
address, “come, and follow me,” made to one of them, 
and the declaration, “this day is salvation come to 
this house,”? made te the other, brings these persons 
forth in a new character. The treasure which they 
contained was exposed, and their relative value to the 
gospel kingdom fully established. We have been too 
much habituated to “judge of things after the outward 
appearance,” and hence, we “judge unrighteous judge- 
ment.”” He who “came to seek and to save,” “knew 
what was in man.”?’ And tho appearances were most 
inauspicious, and circumstances most unpromising, 
yet he exulted in his prospects; “tho Israel be not 

athered, yet shall | be glorious in the eyes of the 
ee ; my work is with the Lord, and my recompense 
with my God.” 

Again, there is another point in this analogy, that 
demands attention. The treasure which is contained in 
the bowels of the earth, must be sought after with labor 
and toil, and when found, may require the exercise of 
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skill and judgement, to separate the dross from the 
precious metal; or if the treasure consist in coin, 1t 
may have contracted rust, which will obscure its 
brightness, tarnish its lustre, and possibly hide the 
inscription that it bears. “How has the gold become 
dim, and the most fine gold changed ;” yet it is gold 
still, and retains all its original, intrinsic value. In 
regard to the first idea, we are certain, that nothing 
valuable can be obtained without labor. Accordingly 
we are directed to “dig for wisdom as for hidden 
treasures.” The treasures of the kingdom of heaven 
can never be obtained, unless we deeply explore the 
field that contains them. Human nature must be 
studied, to enable a man to improve or moralize his 
Species ; as otherwise he will see no good in map, and 
of consequence never attempt to develope the good. 
Successful labor in doing good must depend upon ex- 
tensive knowledge of the mind, its laws, and opera- 
tions. Send outa man, who professes to believe, that 
the world is naturally a mass of sin, and depravity, 
who, to use common language, has little knowledge of 
human nature ; commission him to convert the wick- 
ed, to evangelize the heathen, and like Sterne’s travel- 
ler, he will pass “from Dan to Beersheba,” and return 
crying, “it is all barren.”” The truth is, the mine of 
intellectual wealth has not been opened. Suitable 
labor has not been employed, or that labor has been 
ill-directed 7 
The other points in this analogy are easily made 
arent. Man, was created in the divine image, 
which he.still bears. But his lustre is dimmed ; his 
moral worth is obscured ; the marks of heavenly ori- 
in seem to be effaced. But as the pearl needs pol- 
ishing, to discover its beauties and its value; as coin 
that has contracted rust, must be burnished, to exhib- 
it its intrinsic value,and as gold in the mine must be 
separated from the dress, so man needs the operation 
of his great proprietor’s power, he requires the “fire of 
the refiner,’ to purify him frem defilement, and bring 
forth the original image of the Deity. A new nature 
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is not necessary. It is but to remove what is extrane- 
ous, the habits, feelings, and desires that man has con- 
tracted, and he will be saved with the salvation of God. 

But we may view this part of the subject in another 
light, and that without making an application of the 
text which will clash with the preceding, There may 
be a treasure in a field, for which we need not dig 
deep, for it may be found upon its surface. The soil 
being tilled, the purchaser will find himself amply 
remunerated inits productions. ‘To support this ap- 
plication of the parable, it should be considered, that 
the same soil, which now produces only briars and 
thorns, may, with suitable cultivation, repay the la- 
bor of the husbandman with the choicest and most 
delicious fruits. Itis in this circumstance that the 
hidden treasure, or secret worth of the field is to be 
found. An ignorant or inattentive observer would 
discover no value in the field; and if a man should 
part with all he had to purchase it, and finally give a 
key price to obtain it, he would probably call him a 
vol, supposing that he sacrificed his property for 
nothing. “This land,’’ he would say, “is in a state of 
nature; it is unproductive, except of the most useless 
and deleterious vegetables, nor can any better fruit 
ever be expected.”? This, however, is a hasty and 
premature judgement, formed too much “after the 
outward appearance.” The purchaser would inform 
the person who held this language, that “no just de- 
cision could be formed against future profit, by the 
present condition of the soil ; that unremitted labor 
and skilful culture never fail of success ; that he 
intends to eradicate every plant but what ts useful ; 
that he calculates much upon improvement ; that he 
did not purchase the field for the sake of its present 
productions ; and that being convinced of the good 
qualities of the soil, he had felt justified in purchasing 
it, and had not, nor expected to have any cause to 
repent the bargain he had made.” ote 

For several reasons, I am induced to consider this 
application of the parable as mest consistent with the 
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nature and design of the moral system. Riches, that 
are dug from the bowels of the earth, may soon vanish. 
The permanent wealth of nations is obtained from 
cultivating the earth’s surface. Besides, the gospel 
goes wholly on the ground of improvement. Its riches 
are not accumulated in a moment. The gospel con- 
templates a vast series of ages, of dispensations, events, 
causes, and circumstances, all of which are more or 
less necessary to its establishment and success. The 
gospel is progressive in its operations. Its beginnings 
are small. Its laborers often “sow in tears.” They 
frequently “go forth weeping, though they bear pre- 
cious seed.” They must “have long patience, till 
they receive the former and the latter rains.””? Sur- 
veying the whole field, we shall find, that the work of 
improvement progresses, and probably as rapidly as 
circumstances will permit. But, not unfrequently, 
the expectations of a glorious harvest: are cut off. 
“Paul may plant and Apollos water, but God only cam 
give the increase.” ‘The christian must be willing to 
wait, “as the husbandman waiteth for the precious 
fruits of the earth.” 

We may add, that this application accords with the 
language of much of the Old and New Testament, in 
relation to the progress and final establishment of the 
kingdom of God. “The wilderness and the solitary 
place shall be glad for them ; the desert shall rejoice 
and blossom as the rose ; it shall blossom abundantly, 
and rejoice and sing; the glory of Lebanon shall be 
given unto it, the excellency of Carmel and Sharon. 
They shall see the glory of the Lord and the excel- 
lency of our God.” I will plant in the wilderness, 
the cedar, the shittah-tree, and the oil-tree ; I will set 
in the desert the fir-tree, the pine and the box-tree 
together.” “Until the spirit be poured upon us from 
on high, and the wilderness be a fruitful field, and 
the fruitful field be counted for a forest. Thenjudge- 
ment shall dwell in the wilderness, and righteousness 
remain in the fruitful field.”’ If it be asked how all this 
is to be realized ; we answer, by regular and continued 
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improvement, commencing with “rooting up every 
plant which our heavenly Father hath not planted, 
breaking up the fallow ground of the heart, and sow- 
ing not among thorns ;’’ scattering the seed of the 
word, and watering it with the rain from heaven, and 
the dew that. gently distils from above. This pro- 
cess will bring forth the treasure which the ignorance 
and wrongheadedness of man have not permitted him 
to discover. 

The second particular will now be considered... It 
will consist in showing, that to obtain, the treasure | 
of which the text speaks, the purchaser will cheerful- 
ly part with present possessions ; “he goeth and sell- 
eth all that he hath, and buyeth that field.”’ . 

No valuable acquisition can be made without an 
adequate consideration ; and the attainment of a great 
ebject will sometimes require great sacrifices. Ifa 
man will acquire knowledge, he must forego many of 
the grosser pleasures of sense, and inure himself te 

inful studies. Te acquisition of wealth is attend- 
ed with the sacrifice of ease, and frequently of many 
of the simple, homefelt joys, which the moderate and 
unambitious most highly prize. The foundation of a 
kingdom cannot be laid, nor the short lived glory of 
aconqueror secured, without many personal sacrifices 
of ease, of quiet, of reputation, and sometimes even of 
life. In the constitution of things, intelligent beings are 
so situated, that they can attain scarcely any posi- 


tion of future good, without surrendering many present 
comfertsand conveniences. Even the objects that the 
gospel presents, tho most freely bestowed by divine 
bounty, cannot-be enjoyed with a high zest of plea- 
sure, unless they cost us exertion and labor. The cross 
must be suffered, to obtain the crown. 


By the man, who suld all he had to»purchase the 
field, we are, undoubtedly, to understand Jesus 
Christ, because the representation corresponds to 
him. The Apostle, speaking of our Savior, says, that 
“tho he was rich, yet for our sakes he became poor, 
that we through his poverty might be rich,” and ip 
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another place he represents that he became thus poor, 
that he might enrich himself. “For the joy set before 
him he endured the cross and despised the shame.” 
In applying the first of these texts to the present case, 
itis not necessary to be very critical, and still less 
to run into the extravagant notions that have been en- 
tertained of our Lord’s laying aside his divinity, and 
the glory which he previously possessed. The text 
shows that Christ was willing to forego worldly con- 
siderations, to endure trials, to be slandered and vili- 
fied, and finally to meet death, that he might secure 
the permanent establishment of his kingdom, and ex- 
alt his people to thrones of imperishable glory. For 
this he labored, for this he toiled, for this, “in the 
form of a servant,” he “went abont doing good,” and 
for this “he endured the contradiction of sinners 
against himself.” The text expresses as much as 
tiis, and it is not necessary to our purpose, that it 
should express more, or take a more extensive signi- 
fication. 

If the preceding discourse has contributed to-assist 
yee in forming any simple and rational ideas of the 

ingdom of heaven, I shall have cause to be satisfied, 
that in this respect, [ have not “labored in vain.”? The 
subject may likewise prove useful in another way ; 
it may furnish a clue to a correct understanding of 
many other parables of the New Testament, in which 
we shall find the same subject advanced, tho, as we 
have already remarked, it may be placed in a different 
light. It is always important to have this considera- 
tion before us, when we look into the parables, as 
otherwise, “seeing we shall see, and not perceive, 
and hearing, we shall hear, and not understand.” 

[It is to be recoilected, that every christian isa 
co-worker with his Master in the duties and labors of 
the kingdom. Accordingly, he must expect, and pre- 
pare himself to suffer such sacrifices as the gospel de- 
mands, and to surrender whatever, as an heir of the 
kingdom, he cannot possess. “Buy the truth and sell 
it not.” Our prejudices, prepessessions, and attach- 
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ments must frequently be given up, if we would “bu 

the truth.””. We must be willing to sell all that we 
have, to gain the treasure of infinitely greater value. 
In doing this, we suffer no real, eventual loss. The 
blessings of the kingdom more than compensate for 
every sacrifice. Its “light, its truth, its means of 
rapid improvement impart the highest satisfaction 
and the purest joy. in view of these objects, it is 
well to “count all other things but dross,” “that we 
may win” them. “Seek first the kingdom of God and 


his righteousness, and all things shall be added unto 
you.” 


From the (London) Universal Theo. Magazine. 


SKETCH OF THE LIFE OF JOHN WICKLIFF, THE CELE~ 
BRATED REFORMER. 


Let Czsar’s dues be ever paid 
To Cesar and his throne ; 
But consciences and souls were made 
To be the Lord’s alone. - Warts. 


Every intelligent professer of Christianity noes 
that the religion of Christ has been corrupted. Ec- 
elesiastical his’ ory informs us, that, after the first 
three centuries had passed away, the State took the 
system of Jesus under its patronage ; from which pe- 
riod it gradually degenerated into a dark and merci- 
less superstition, Popery overspread the civilized 
world ; the right of private judgement was annihilated ; 
and sadividuals, exercising their common sense in the 
affairs of religion, were consigned over to the pains of 
eternal misery. It seemed, at one time, that this 
thick cloud, which hovered over mankind for ages, 
would never have been dissipated. But Providence 
wants not means to accomplish its purposes. Joxw 
Wick.irr was the first instrument raised for the di- 
vine end of liberating his fellow-creatures from this 
spiritual captivity: He has, therefore, been emphati- 


cally styled, The Morning Star of the Reformation ! 
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Joun Wicxiirr was born in the northern part of 
England, about the year 1324, and received his edu- 
cation at the University of Oxford. According to 
the taste of the times in which he lived, he became a 
wonderful proficient in the works of Aristotle, and a 
complete master of the school divinity. Disgusted, 
however, with these subtleties, he had recourse to the 
Scripture itself, and thence imbibed those manly sen- 
timents of religion which were the groundwork of his 
opposition to the Church of Rome. To his immortal 
honour be it said also, that whilst he sought after this 
enlargement of mind, he made proportionable advan- 
ces in virtue and piety. 

The first principal event in the life of Wickliff was 
the controversy he held respecting the begging friars, 
who had, for some time, infected the University of 
Oxford. He reprobated their laziness and profligacy. 
He pointed out the essential difference between their 
affected humility and that real coutempt of worldly 
goods recommended in the New Testament. His 
exertions made a great impression on the people, and 
extended, in no inconsiderable degree, his reputation. 
Being made Master of Baliol College, and afterward 
Warden of Canterbury-Hall, he opposed the payment 
of tribute-money, by which the abettors of popery 
were highly irritated. A suit respecting his warden- 
ship was then depending at Rome, and there finally 
determined against him. Enemies have suggested, 
that he was urged by revenge to this opposition ; but 
it mast be recollected, that it was during the consid- 
eration of the business he exerted himself against the 
pope, so that it is, in reality, an admirable proof of his 
integrity. 

Wickliff was next chosen to fill the divinity chair 
in Oxford ; and he availed himself of this situation to 
expose the inveterate errors of popery. ‘The clergy, 
raising a violent clamor against him, instigated the 
Archbishop of Canterbury to prosecute him: he was, 
therefore, at. length, with some difficulty, deprived 
and silenced. He was, however, about this time tak- 
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en up and protected by the Duke of Lancaster; un- 
der his patronage he inveighed loudly, against exist- 
ing abuses, and proceeded undauntedly in the cause 
of reformation. The Duke gave him the valuable 
rectory of Lutterworth in Leicestershire, whither he 
repaired and discharged the duties of his station with 
an exemplary fidelity. From this retreat he was 
soon drawn forth by fresh prosecutions; but the coun - 
cil, before which he was brought, not agreeing among 
themselves, he was discharged. On the declension of 
the Duke’s influence he was again exposed to the re- 
sentment of his enemies. He was obliged to appear 
before a Provincial Synod, at Lambeth, where, after 
having explained several articles of his belief rather 
equivocally, he was enjoined not to preach any more 
those doctrines which had been objected to him. So 
far, indeed, was he from regarding this prohibition, 
that he went about bare-footed ia a long frize gown, 
preaching occasionally toAhe people, and without any 
reserve, in his parish. 

Towards the close of the year 1378, Wickliff was 
afflicted by a violent distemper, which, it was thought, 
would prove fatal to him. On this occasion, a singu- 
lar circumstance took place, which ought not to be 
omitted. Several begging friars gained admittance 
into his chamber, meaning to terrify him by their 
presence intoa retraction of those severe charges 
which he had formerly made against the order to 
which they belonged. They assured him that he was 
about to die, and that such an acknowledgement would 
prove the means of his salvation. Wickliff, surprised 
at the solemn message, raised himself in his bed, and 
cried out, “I shall not die, but live to declare the evil 
deeds of the friars!!!” It is said that the friars were 
driven away inconfusion, struck with the sternness of 
his manner, and the energy of his expressions. = 

Our great reformer recovered from his indisposi- 
tion, and undertook the entire translation of the New 
Testament into the English language, the first of the 
kiud ever undertaken in this country. It appears 
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that he did not understand the Hebrew language; 
wut collected all the Latin Bibles he could meet with, 
from them made a correct copy, and then proceeded to 
the translation. He had previously contended, in a 
emall! tract, that the locking up of the Scriptures, in 
a strange tongue, from the common people, was one 
of the chief errors of popery ; that the Bible contained 
the whole of God’s will ; that a good life was the best 
guide to the knowledge of Holy Writ; and that such 
a knowledge would make wise unto salvation. ‘Thus 
having paved the way, he ventured to lay his transla- 
tion before the public. This measure roused, in a 
most violent manner, the indignation of the clergy. 
They even brought a bill into Parliament for the sup- 
pression of it, alledging that the reading of the Scrip- 
tures by the laity opened an alarming prospect of 
heresy, and that the ruin of all religion would ensue. 
But the arguments used by the translator and his 
friends silenced all opposition, and the bill was at 
length consigned to its deserved oblivion. ) 

Wickliff now ventured a step farther; and attack- 
ed the favorite doctrine of the Romish church, tran- 
substantiation. In his lectures read at Oxford, as 
divinity professor, in the year 1381, he contended, 
that the body and blood of Christ were not sub- 
stantially in the bread and wine, but that these ele- 
ments remained the same after consecration. 

For this audacity he was prosecuted by the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury; but Wickliff was not immedi- 
ately cited to appear before him, because the primate 
waited for the consecrated pall from Rome, without 
which article we presume his righteous anathema 
could produce no effect. The pall arrived; the here- 
tic was summoned to appear in the monastery of 
Grey Friars ; but he refused to obey the mandate, 
insisting that he was not under episcopal jurisdiction, 
being a member of the University of Oxford. The 
University, it seems, was at that time in his favor, 
and would have taken up his cause. With this plea 
the archbishop was obliged to remain satisfied. He, 
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however, proceeded to condemn his opinions in a 
council of bishops, who had collected the most obnox- 
ious passages from his writings. At the instant they 
met, an earthquake shook the floor; the affrighted 
prelates threw down their papers, crying out that the 
business was displeasing to Heaven, whilst the bish- 
op chid their superstitious fears, and insisted that it 
portended the downfall of heresy! Wickliff often 
spoke pleasantly of this accident, and called the as- 
sembly the council of herydene; being the old Eng- 
lish word for earthquake. A declaration, however, 
was drawn up, in which the opinions were condem- 
ned; to which the reformer replied with singular 
spirit and ability. 

The continued opposition of Wickliff provoked the 
archbishop to obtain a law against heresy, to which 
the king, for the purpose of gratifying the clergy, as- 
sented. But the people were so dissatisfied with this 
increase of ecclesiastical power, that it was almost 
instantly repealed. It was justly urged, that “Here- 
sy was an unlimited word, and might bear as wide a 
construction asa bishop might choose to give it, nor 
could it be doubted but it would be made to signify 
whatever the pride or avarice of the clergy might 
think expedient. 

The archbishop, thus baffled a second time, became 
so enraged, that he applied for an order to the king, 
whereby he banished all the abettors of Wickliff from 
the University of Oxford. Succeeding in this meas- 
ure, the putting it into execution occasioned great 
noise and confusion. Upon this itis generally sup- 
posed that the good old reformer retired from the storm 
to his living at Lutterworth. His opinions, however, 
were so spread, that a writer of those times tells us, 
«that if you met two persc... upon the road,you might 
be sure that one of them wisa follower of Wickliff.” 

The last affair in which Wickliff took any part, 
was relative toa contest between two popes, who laid 
claim tothe chairat Rome. One of them had insti- 
gated England to vindicate his claim, in which Spen- 
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cer, bishop of Norwich, took a very active part. Rous- 
ed by the idea of a war, in which the name of reli- 
+ was prostituted, Wickliff, even in the decline of 
ife, thought fit to enter his protest against it. Amon 0g 
many spirited observations, he exclaims, When wil 
the proud priest of Rome grant indulgences to man- 
kind to live in peace and charity, as he now does to 
fight and slay one another? For this opposition it is 
thought that Wickliff might have been involved in 
new troubles, but, being struck with the palsy, he soon 
after died quietly at Lutterworth, in the year 1384. 
In the counsel of Constance, 1415, the opinions of 
Wickliff were condemned, and his bones were dug up 
and burnt. 

With an allusion to the subsequent extension of his 
doctrines, Rapin happily remarks, “His ashes were 
thrown into the breok which runs through Lutterworth ; 
the brook conveyed them to the Severn, and the Sev- 
ern to thesea!? This mean and impotent triumph 
over dust and ashes was thus rendered indicative of 
the diffusion of rational Christianity. : 

Frem this brief narrative, it appears that, to attack 
long established opinions, however erroneous, is at- 
tended with danger; that every attempt at referma- 
tion will incur the enmity of those who are interested 
in the perpetuity of the abuses: that the most effectu- 
al way of correcting what is wrong, either in doctrine 
or discipline, is by making an appeal to the scriptures » 
and finally, that the truth, however oppressed by hu- 
man additions, will, at length, shake off these adven- 
titious incumbrances, and shine forth in its native 
purity. Few opinions were more tradueed than those 
of Wickliff; yet over his enemies he has triumphed, 
and will continue to triumph more completely in the 
eye of future generations ! 

The writer of the topography of Leicestershire in- 
ferms us that the pulpit of Wickliff is still standing 
at Lutterworth—that very pulpit whence he declaim- 
ed with energy against the obstinate errors and out- 
rageous protligacy of the Church of Rome. Here, like 
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Noah, this modern preacher of righteousness stood fer 
a time, singly and alone—his cause was the cause of 
God and truth—his efforts to enlighten and reform 
were essential to the best interests of mankind. 

To use the expressions of a late biographer, with 
the single addition in the parenthesis, “Joun Wicx- 
uFF, for his superior penetration, the justness of his 
sentiments, and the undaunted spirit with which he 
engaged in the great cause of religious liberty, was a 
real honor to his country. Wickliff appears to have 
been a man of exemplary and unblemished morals : 
and, notwithstanding the number and vigilance of his 
enemies, they have none of them presumed to tax him 
with any immoralities. But tho in his private char- 
acter he appears to have been very respectable, yet it 
is his public character which principally entitles him 
to our attention and regard. In an age of ignorance 
aud superstition, he let in sucha radiance of light, 
that all the arts of the Remish Church, and all the 
terrors of persecution, (the sure resource of a bad 
cause) could never afterwards totally obscure it. And 
the propagation of his opinions had certainly the hap- 
piest effect in promoting that REFoRMaTrIoN, which 
afterwards delivered the kingdom from ignorance, 
superstition and ecclesiastical tyranny! By every 
true Protestant, therefore, the memory of Wickliff 
will ever be held in the highest honor. And the ex- 
ample of those illustrious men, who have nobly and 
| & fearlessly labored in the cause of truth and liberty, 
| ought to animate us to exert ourselves to prevent any 
attempts which may be made by the zealous and in- 
defatigable adherents of popery, to involve us once 
pu more in the darkness and bondage of Roman supersti- 
t tion.”’ 
: The same excellent biographer adds, “Fhe works - 
of Wickliff were very numerous, yet he seems not to 
have been engaged im any large work. His pieces, 
in general, might be properly called tracts, and were 
the greatest part of them on different subjects in di- 
vinity, the some of them were on school questions, 
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dnd others on subjects of more general knowledge. 
Some of them were written in Latin, and others in 
English. But as Wickliff lived before the invention 
of printing, there are but few of his pieces which have 
been printed.” 


REMARKS ON THE SENTIMENTS OF HOPKINSIANS. 

The attentive reader will recollect that in our last, 
we published the sentiments of Hopkinsians. Some 
of the leading features of these sentiments we now 
propose to take into consideration; to compare 
them with scripture, and with each other. 

In the first article of the Hepkinsian creed, we 
find, “that all true virtue, or real holiness, consists in 
disinterested benevolence.”? ‘This benevolence is ex- 
plained, as embraeing “universal being, including 
God and all intelligent creatures. It wishes and 
seeks the goed of every individual se far as is consist- 
ent with the greatest good of the whole.” But the 
greatest good of the whole on their plan, does by ne 
means embrace the happiness of each individual, a- 
mong God’s intellectual creatures. Fer m common 
with the Calvinists, they hold that some men God 
“‘was pleased to pass by, and orpain to dishonor and 
wrath, to the praise of his vindictive justice.” There- 
fore, the greatest good of the whole is understood in 
a collective sense, and in such a way as to have no 
particular regard to individual happiness. This we 
find further exemplified by the next article that treats 
of the opposite of benevolence. It is there said, “that 
all sin consists in selfishness. By this is meant an 
interested selfish affection, by which a person sets 
himself up as supreme, and the only object of regard ; 
and nothing is good or lovely in his view, unless suit- 
ed to promote his own private interest.” 

We will now suppose it was possible for a man to 
divest himself of the feelings of individual interest, 
(which we confess would be a situation we never ex- 
perienced,) and then attempt to determine how sueh 
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aman could regulate his meral conduct. Let him 
pessess such an ardor to promote. the general good, 
as to have no regard to his own destiny, but “approve 
in his heart of the divine conduet, tho God should cast 
him off for ever.” Now in this situation, let him try 
to fulfil the great commandment of the law, “Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” Being divested 
of all individual interest and love of self, what ground 
‘1s there left him, whereby he can feel an interest and 
love for his neighbor ? 

The man that knows no individual love of self, can- 
not possibly know how to love his neighbor as himself. 
It will follow then of undeniably consequence, that 
one of the great commandments of God’s law, is made 
void by this doctrine of disinterested benevolence. 

Now let us suppose the man perceives in his neigh- 
bor, the tokens of reprobation, as he has no regard to 
individual happiness, would he not now begin to re- 
joice in the hopeful prospect of his neighbor’s extreme 
misery, as his disinterested soul expects it will pro- 
duce so much goed in the intelligent universe. In 
such a situation how can he wish to have his neighbor 
saved? But if he does not wish te have him saved, 
how is he conformed to the will of God “who will 
have all to be saved ?” 

Again, let this man try the Savior’s golden rule. 
How can he do by others, as he would wish them to do 
by him, when he has no interest in his own particular 
happiness? When he has no concern whether he is 
damned or saved ; but all his concern is for the glory 
of God 

The Hopkinsian doctrine, which is generally con- 
sidered a refinement of the Calvinistic, appears pe- 
culiarly calculated to lead a man into difficulty. For 
wien he has travelled in it to the utmost ef his power, 
he is but miserably situated in his relation to his fel- 
low man. He has but a very limited opportunity for 
the proper exercise of rational and social feelings. 

In the fourth article of the Hopkinsian system, we 
are told “that the impotency ef sianers with respect 
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to believing in Christ, is not natural but moral ; for 
it is a plain dictate of common sense that natural im- 
possibility excludes all blame ;’? How this idea is 
reconcileable with their views of “the divine decrees” 
for which they warmly contend, is utterly beyond our 
comprehension. If the volitions of the mind are 
bound by the eternal laws of fate, and are necessarily 
moved to every thought, in what sense can there be 
any more moral freedom than natural ? That they 
believe some sinners possess this moral inability, is 
evident from their being ordained to wrath to the 
praise of God’s vindictive justice. God would surel 
see that the beings which he ordained to wrath, should 
never accept of his salvation. Where then is their 
moral liberty to come to him? The Hopkinsian very 
rationally says, “that natural impossibility excludes 
all blame.” Why? Because the man is not able to 
perform what is required of him. Now let us look at 
moral inability. What is its weakness? Total de- 
pravity. Nothing can act out of its proper sphere ; 
of course, we know not how the mind that is totally 
depraved is able to obey a good requisition. We see 
no difference then, on the Hopkinsian ground, between 
natural and moral inability. Both are alike controll- 
ed by the irresistible laws of absolute necessity. But 
itis needful for them to use some plausible pretext 
to support this difference, or the absurdity of their 
doctrine would appear too glaring to be well received 
by their own admirers. 

In the seventh article we are told, “that the intro- 
duction of sin is upon the whole for the general good,”* 
notwithstanding God has an “infinite aversion to sin, 
and all his inherent perfections.”” That God should 
have an infinite aversion to that which is “for the 
greatest good,” is another subject that belongs to the 
metaphysics of Hopkinsians, and not to us, to explain. 
Perhaps the reader would wish to know our opinion, 
why God ever introduced sin into our system, if not 
for some benevolent purpose. Answer, we deny the 
position that God ever intreduced sin into our world. 
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Each sinner introduced his own sins himself. Thatii 
was fit thatman should be made with moral powers,we 
have no reason to doubt, since we are fully persuaded 
that such is the case. Sin comes by means of an 
abuse of these faculties and powers that God has given 
us for good. Because we have misused the powers that 
God has given us, and contrary to the divine com- 
mandment, shall we attribute that misuse to God? 
We do not believe there is any good in sin, in the ab- 
stract, nor that any good will ever come out of it. 
There may be works connected with it, or suggested 
by it, through the ignorance of the sinner, that may be 
good ; but they are good, not because they conform to 
the object of the sinner, but because they are oppo- 
site to his design. 1f God overrules sin for good now, 
why not overrule it for good to all eternity, and thus 
suiler it ever to exist. Overruling the works connect- 
ed with it or suggested by it, for good, and overruling 
sin for good, are different things; and tho we assent 
to the former, we are disposed to deny any propriety 
in the latter. 

The ninth and tenth articles of the Hopkinsian 
faith concerning the transferring of sin and the impu- 
tation of righteousness, are so near our views that we 
are not disposed to make them the subject of animad- 
version. Neither was it our design to enter into a 
full investigation of the topics which we have had 
under consideration. We give the reader these few 
remarks, that he may have some outlines of the differ- 
ence between our sentiments and those of Hopkin- 
sians. 








From the Christian Spectator. 


ON UNIVERSAL SALVATION. 
There are two classes of Universalists, one whe 
maintain that there are punishments in the future 


world, but not eternal ; and the other, that there are 
no punishments at all. Now, tho there is at first 


sicht a considerable difference between these doc- 
trines ; yet, on anearer inspection they appear to be . 
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much of the same character. Both are brought for- 
ward for the same purpose, to quiet the conscience in 
the commission of sin; the fear of a limited punish- 
ment hereafter has much the same effect as the fear of 
no punishment at all. 

he argument in support of both these schemes is 
an a priori one. The abettors of them assume a 
knowledge of the operations of God before they come 
to consider his declarations ; and when these declara- 
tions are found they must all be squared with ideas 
previously imbibed. In fact, the men of whom I 
speak do not attend to the plain assertions of the Bi- 
ble, but hunt up some passages which are acknow- 
ledged to be obscure, (such as 1 Pet. iii. 19,) and build 
their faith upon them. Now a fair interpretation of 
the bible, as of any other book, is to explain the ob- 
scure passages in such a manner that they may not 
contradict the plain ones. If a writer declares in the 
plainest terms and in many ways, a particular truth ; 
it is very unfair to throw aside all these plain declara- 
tions and resort to a passage of doubtful import to 
ascertain what his sentiments are with respect to that 
truth. 

The question with the Universalist may be very 
much simplified by reducing it toa question of faet, 
and proceeding on the principles of inductive philoso- 
phy. With the Bible in our hands, acknowledged to 
be a revelation from Ged, it ill becomes us to sit in 
judgement on what God must do according to our 
feeble and short sighted notions of justice. We must 
take his own account of himself, and rely upon it. 
Like the philosopher who proceeds on the principles 
of Bacon and Newton, we must not presume before- 
hand on what is the character of the divine operations. 
We must be totally im the dark till we are enlighten- 
ed from the proper source. We must patiently learn 
the facts developed before we can form our ig 
Why should not this, which is allowed to be the only 


+ 


legitimate method of reasoning in philosophy, be ac- 
knowledged also in religion ? Can we pretend to know 
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more about the unsearchable God than we de 
about some of his works ? Can we ascertain from a 
previous knowledge of his character what will be the 
conduct he will pursue towards the subjects of his 
moral government, better than we can the laws which 
he has set in operation in the natural world ? 

The question respecting the extent of the atone- 
ment has nothing to do with the question before us ; 
for whether the atonement be made for all or only for 
the elect, it still remains to ascertain whether there 
are no personal conditions of acceptance with Ged. 
A way opened for salvation is one thing, and walking 
in that way is totally another. The question then is, 
what is the fact as to individual salvation. And we 
are to settle this question yust as we do every other 
which has not come under our personal observation, 
by testimony. And what but the divine testimony 
is sufficient ? 

Nor is the question before us whether the eternal 
damnation of the wicked is consistent with the glo- 
ry of God, or with the ends of universal benevolence. 
Of this we are not competent judges. We know 
nothing about God, except so far as he has told us; and 
certainly if we profess to take the scriptures for our 
guide, we should follow them whithersoever they lead 
us. For aught we know, the eternal damnation of the 
wicked, taken in connexion with the thousand other 


events in the divine kingdom from the beginning of 
the creation to the grand consummation of all things, 
will be a great display of God’s benevolence towards 
intelligent beings in general. For aught we know, 
ali the inhabitants of this world are avery small part 
of the creatures of God ; and for aught we know, 
those who shall be cast into the bottomless pit, will 
be nothing in comparison with the multitudes which 
no man can number, that shall shout hosannahs before 
the throne of God. Of these things we are absolutely 
ignorant, except so far as God has told us. Until 
then we can look down the long vista of ages through 


a boundiess eternity, and comprehend the yast chain 
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ef causes and effects in the kingdom of God, we have 
nothing to do with the question whether any particu- 
lar doctrine is consistent with the divine glory or not, 
any further than the book of God informs us. The 
glory of God and the ends of his government are not 
planned for aday. It is not for thousands of ages, 
nor for millions, that God’s glory is concerned. It is 
for eternity. It is for the great whole of existence, 
which God only can comprehend. It is therefore 
highly unphilesophical and unsafe, as well as unchris- 
tian, to undertake to determine what shall be for tke 
glory of God, or for the good of his kingdom, by our 
own independent knowledge. We are absolutely 
ignorant on this question, and cannot be informed ex- 
cept from God himself. Our concern is with mat- 
ter of fact, of which we are competent judges. We 
can understand, if we please, the plain declarations of 
God’s word; and these are sufficient for our direc- 
tion. God will vindicate his own character. 

Let it not be forgotten then, we come to the ques- 
tion before us, as a question of fact; and we have 
nothing to do but to take the testimoay of God te 
settle it. “What saith” the scriptures,is the only in- 
quiry which is consistent on this subject with the 
legitimate principles of reasoning. 

On opening the Bible we find that the same lips 
which commanded the apostles to preach the gospel 
io every creature, said, “He that believeth and is bap- 
tized shall be saved ; but he that believeth not sha!! 
be damned.” And lest we should mistake the mean- 
ing of this denunciation, the Lord Jesus has given us 
(Matt. xxv. 31 and onward) a particular account of 
the judgement day. 

I take it for granted that this is the judgement day 
which is mentioned in this passage, because no other 
event in the kingdom of God can answer to the de- 
scription here giver. {t certainly cannot be the de- 
struction of Jerusalem, as is alleged by some, because 
all the circumstances mentioned, are totally diverse 
from that event. There was not, on that occasion, an 
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assemblage of all nations ; nor were they separated 
one from another; nor was there any thing at all 
analogous to the sending away of one class into “ever- 
lasting punishment,” (whatever be the meaning of 
that phrase,) and the receiving of the other into “life 
eternal.”” There is, moreover, not even an obscure 
allusion to the destruction of Jerusalem any nearer 
the passage in question, than ten er twelve verses 
before the end of the preceding chapter ; and that 
ingenuity which can bring tegether such distant 
points must be a wonderful talent indeed. 

The Lord Jesus Christ informs us then, in the pas- 
sage now before us, that he himself shall be the 
Judge when all nations shall be gathered before him, 
and that “he shall separate them one from another, as 
a shepherd divideth the sheep from the goats ; and he 
shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on 
his left.”” And then the particular sentence of con- 
demnation or acquittal is distinctly made known. Now 
Task here, who shall be separated one from another r 
Not surely the devils from the human race, as is al- 
leged by some; for the devils are not mentioned in 
this place as having any thing to do with this day. 
All nations shall be gathered, and separated one from 
another. This is the answer which the passage itself 
gives ; and this is the only answer that can be given. 

ould it not be exceedingly unnatural, and contra- 
ry to the use of language, for the Savior to say, “‘be- 
fore him shall be gathered all nations, and he shall 
separate them one from another,” meaning at the 
same time that the devils should be separated from the 
human race ? Suppose a man should say, that the inha- 
bitants of a particular town should be gathered into a 
certain place, and separated one from another. 
Would he mean by it that other people should be 
separated from these ? or rather that these should 
be separated from each other? Besides one of these 
classes are doomed to be companions of the devil and 
his angels. Can any man believe that all this sub- 
lime description terminates thus >that the devil 
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and his angels are to be the companions of the devil and 
his angels—a mere truism, an identical proposition ? 
Can such trifling as this be ascribed to the Lord Jesus 
Christ? 

Let us look now to theconclusion.of this subject. 
“These shall go away into everlasting punishment ; 
but the righteous into life eternal.”? Here then is the 
turning point. What is the meaning of this passage ? 
Whatever it be, this is the declaration of a fact con- 
cerning the issue of the awful day described. 

Ido not expect tobe met here with the criticis. 
which is so often in the mouth of the ignorant who at- 
tempt to advocate the doctrine I am opposing, that 
the words everlasting and eternal are of «different 
signification, because most of those who rea: the Spec- 
tator must be aware that the word in the original 
Greek is precisely the same for both ; these English 
words being considered by our translators as synony- 
mous,and the change being probably made for the sake 
of euphony. Does then the passage before us mean that 
one of the states described by it is interminable, while 
the other will come to an end? If so, why is there no 
notice given of sucha meaning? The very same 
qualifying word is used for one that is used for the 
other. They are placed also in exact opposition to 
each other:—so that if one of them has a termination, 
the other has too. You have as much right, accord- 


ing to the well known principles of language, to say 


from this passage that the happiness of the righteous 
shall come to an end, as that the misery ef the wicked 
shall come to anend. Here then is a declaration of 
the fact, that God will punish the wicked in an inter- 
minable manner. Now, [ must be allowed to remind 
the reader, we have nothing to do with the question 
whether such a punishment is right or not. It is a 
mere question of fact that lies before us; and God 
himself will settle the right of it at another day. 
Again—“He that believeth not the Son shall not 
see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.’’— 
John ili. 36. Is such an absolute assertion as this to 
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be construed as meaning, that he shall not see life till 
a great number of ages of suffering shall have expiated 
his sins? And are we to be told here that the wrath 
of God does not abide on unbelievers, but that the 
time will come when it shall be taken away? Sup- 
pose this text had said, He that believeth not the Son 
shall not see death; but the approbation of God abid- 
eth on him; would any one then attempt to say that 
it meant the contrary P No, reader, the whole race 
of unbelievers would take their stand on it, and plead 
with some shew of correctness a reprieve from the con- 
demning passages of the Bible. 

It is said of the wicked in the future state of ex- 
istence, “that their worm dieth not, and their fire is not 
quenched.” Tho this is admitted to be figurative 
language, yet it cannot mean less than extreme suf- 
fering. Nothing could more effectually describe the 
endless torment of an accusing conscience than this. 

Suppose then fora moment, that the whole philosophy 
of language, with respect to the use of the word ever- 
lasting, in the Bible, were abandoned. Suppose it were 
conceded that because it means a limited duration 
when applied to the hills, the Levitical priesthood, 
and other subjects which in their very nature are per- 
ishable, that therefore it means the same when appli- 
ed to the human soul, and other subjects which are not 
perishable: what then shall be done with the great 
variety of forms in which the misery of the wicked is 
declared to be without end? An opponent would 
gain nothing even from this large concession, which 
would make war with the pribciples of language. He 
would still be met with declarations like those I have 
adduced above, where an endless state is affirmed 
without the use of this word. So that the doctrine of 
endless punishment would still stand onthe firm foun- 
dation of plain declarations of God, as matter of fact. 

it avails nothing here to say, as is often said by the 
advocates of the doctrine [ am opposing, when hard 
pushed by scriptural argument, that this is unreasona- 


. . 5 
ble, unjust, tyrannical, too much to bear. These are 
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not the subjects in debate. I am only inquiring for 
matter of fact; and whether we see the reasonable- 
ness of this fact now or not, God will shew us at last 
that he is right, and the world wrong. God will pro- 
claim before an assembled universe at the judgement 
day, his hatred of sin, and his determination to punish 
it;.and mankind will see that he is right in so doing, 
and that his glory and the good of his vast dominions 
will be promoted by sucha procedure. . 

Now these few lia declarations of the word of God 
are as decisive on the question before us, as a thou- 
sand. It issufficient that the fact stands here. In- 
numerable other passages indeed might be adduced ; 
and it might be shown that the whole tenor of the sacred 
scripture is, “Say ye to the righteous, it shall be wel! 
with him—wo to the wicked, it shall be ill with him.” 

It might be shown also that persons very similar to 
those who advocate the doctrine I am opposing, were 
opposed by the prophet Jeremiah, (xxii. 17.) “They 
say still unto them that despise me, The Lord hath 
said, ye shall have peace; and they say unto every 
one that walketh ater the imagination of his own 
heart, no evil shall come upon you.” But I have pro- 
ceeded as far as I intended. ‘The question is not fair- 
ly met by those who would deny the matter of fact 
here proved, without showing that these passages and 
others similar to them, mean something very different 
from what they appear to mean. It is to no purpose 
to resort to obscure passages to illustrate these plain 
ones. Itis to no purpose to resort to inference in 
cases where the sacred writers speak of the future 
state of existence without guarding on every hand 
against an abuse of their language. Itis to no pur- 
pose to infer from their silence in particular cases, 
doctrines contrary to their express declarations here. 
Nothing can disprove the matter of fact thus plainly 
declared, but an mvalidating of the testimony itself. 
And this must be done either by proving the Bible a 
mere imposition upon the world, or by showing that 
these passages are not genuine, or that they do not 
mean what they say. B. G. 
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be construed as meaning, that he shall not see life till 
a great number of ages of suffering shall have expiated 
his sins? And are we to be told here that the wrath 
of God does not abide on unbelievers, but that the 
time will come when it shall be taken away? Sup- 
pose this text had said, He that believeth not the Son 
shall not see death; but the approbation of God abid- 
eth on him; would any one then attempt to say that 
it meant the contrary P No, reader, the whole race 
of unbelievers would take their stand on it, and plead 
with some shew of correctness a reprieve from the con- 
demning passages of the Bible. 

It is said of the wicked in the future state of ex- 
istence, “that their worm dieth not, and their fire is not 
quenched.” Tho this is admitted to be figurative 
language, yet it cannot mean less than extreme suf- 
fering. Nothing could more effectually describe the 
endless torment of an accusing conscience than this. 

Suppose then fora moment, that the whole philosophy 
of language, with respect to the use of the word ever- 
lasting, in the Bible, were abandoned. Suppose it were ~ 
conceded that because it means a limited duration 
when applied to the hills, the Levitical priesthood, 
and other subjects which in their very nature are per- 
ishable, that therefore it means the same when appli- 
ed to the human soul, and other subjects which are not 
perishable: what then shall be done with the great 
variety of forms in which the misery of the wicked is 
declared to be without end? An opponent would 
gain nothing even from this large concession, which 
would make war with the principles of language. He 
would still be met with declarations like those I have 
adduced above, where an endless state is affirmed 
without the use of this word. So that the doctrine of 
endless punishment would still stand onthe firm foun- 
dation of plain declarations of God, as matter of fact. 

[t avails nothing here to say, as is often said by the 
advocates of the doctrine [am opposing, when hard 
pushed by scriptural argument, that this is unreasona- 
ble, unjust, tyrannical, too much to bear. These are 
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not the subjects in debate. I am only inquiring for 
matter of fact; and whether we see the reasonable- 
ness of this fact now or not, God will shew us at last 
that he is right, and. the world wrong. God will pro- 
claim before an assembled universe at the judgement 
day, his hatred of sin, and his determination to punish 
it;.and mankind will see that he is right in so doing, 
and that his glory and the good of his vast dominions 
will be promoted by sucha procedure. y 
Now these few plain declarations of the word of God 
are as decisive on the question before us, as a thou- 
sand. It issufficient that the fact stands here. In- 
numerable other passages indeed might be adduced ; 


and it might be shown that the whole tenor of the sacred 
scripture is, “Say ye to the righteous, it shall be wel! 


with him—wo to the wicked, it shall be ill with him.” 
It might be shown also that persons very similar to 
those who advocate the doctrine I am opposing, were 
opposed by the prophet Jeremiah, (xxii. 17.) “They 
say still unto. them that despise me, The Lord hath 
said, ye shall have peace; and they say unto every 
one that walketh after the imagination of his own 
heart, no evil shall come upon you.”? But I have pro- 
ceeded as far as I intended. The question is not fair- 
ly met by those who would deny the matter of fact 
here proved, without showing that these passages and 
others similar to them, mean something very different 
from what they appear to mean. It is to no purpose 
to resort to obscure passages to illustrate these plain 
ones. Itis to no purpose to resort to inference in 
cases where the sacred writers speak of the future 
state of existence without guarding on every hand 
against an abuse of their language. Itis to no pur- 
pose to infer from their silence in particular cases, 
doctrines contrary to their express declarations here. 
Nothing can disprove the matter of fact thus plainly 
declared, but an invalidating of the testimony itself. 
And this must be done either by proving the Bible a 
mere imposition upon the world, or by showing that 
these passages are not genuine, or that they do not 
mean what they say. B. G, 
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REMARKS. 

The preceding piece “on universal salvation,” from 
the “Christian Spectator,” we have inserted as found 
in the Evangelical Monitor, printed at Woodstock. 
It appears to be a very serious tho artful attack on 
the above named sentiment; and as we are altogeth- 
er indebted to the Editor of the Monitor for a kuow- 
ledge of the piece, it is hoped he will not account it 
unfair or ungenerous, that we offer our ‘views of the 
arguments by which we find ourselves opposed. ‘The 
reader will notice that our opponent undertakes to 
refute us by bringing declarations of scripture, express 
to the point, which he calls matter of fact. And so 
confident is he of success that he says, “Nothing can 
disprove the matter of fact thus plainly declared, but 
an invalidating of the testimony itself. And this 
must be done, either by proving the Bible a mere im- 
position upon the world, or by showing that these pas- 
sages are not genuine, or that they do not mean what 
they say.” 

Now let us look at the declarations which this writer 
considers matter of fact. One of these is the “ever- 
lasting punishment,” which is mentioned in Matt. xxv. 
46. Dothe believers in endless misery contend that 
the word everlasting uniformly means an endless du- 
ration in scripture? They do not. Even this wri- 
ter himself allows the limited meaning when “applied 
to the hills, the Levitical priestheod, and other sub- 
jects which in their very nature are perishable.” It 
then follows of course that what he calls matter of 
fact is an ambiguous expression. He cannot but see 
‘that it devolves on him, or some one else, to maintain 
that punishment in its very nature, is endless, before 
the word everlasting can unequivocally have that 
meaning when applied to punishment. As it appears 
that most of the readers of the Spectator can read 
Greek, (which we conclude is not so generally the 
case with common periodical works,) and know that 
the original translated everlasting is the same that is 
translated eternal in the passage under consideration, 
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they may likewise know that the same Greek word is 
sometimes translated by a word of a limited significa- 
tion, even in the New Testament. Such instances are 
foundin Rom. xvi. 25,2 Tim. i. 9, and Titusi. 2, in 
all of which the Greek is used in the plural number, 
and rendered world. If the believers in endless mis- 
ery have an unequivocal word to support their doc- 
trine, then let it be uniformly translated by some 
such word in English; and instead of reading as in 
Timothy and Titus, before the world began, read be- 


fore everlasting times ; and in Romans, instead of the . 


since the world began, read since everlasting times. 
These latter phrases are literal translations of the 
Greek text, which in the above phrases, no more con- 
forms to the English in meaning, than in the propriety 
of idiom. Thus we see that what our writer considers 
a matter of fact, proves, at the most, a matter of doubt. 
Should it then be said it is a matter of doubt whether 
eternal life is endless, we answer if we have no other 
authority than barely the word eternal, we grant it is. 
But life and punishment are different subjects, and it 
does by no means follow because life is endless, that 
punishment likewise is endless. Altho we find them 
placed in opposition in one verse, there is no qualify- 
ing word which represents the duration of the one 
to be equal to that of the other. But to prove the 
doctrine of universal salvation, we can produce pas- 
sages which are coupled together by the words so and 
even so. For an example, see Rom. v. 18,19. “There- 
fore, as by the offence of one judgement came upon all 
men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of 
one, the free gift came upon all men unto justification 
of hfe. For as by one man’s disobedience many were 
made sinners ; so by the obedience of one shall many 
be made righteous.” Here the opposites are coupled 
together in such a manner, that the latter are detined 
by the former. 

In Rom. xvi. 25, 26, and in Titusi. 2, we find the 
same Greek word, awvwos, used twice, one translated 
eternal and the other world, in each of the above 
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named passages. Here are two instances in the New 
f Testament, in which this. word is acknowledged to 
i have different meanings when applied to different sub- 

iT jects in the same passages. If this is certainly the 
case in two places, it may be in a third, namely, in 
Matt. xxv. 46. If then the text in Romans before 
quoted, be admitted as a matter of fact, it follows 
that everlasting when applied to punishment must be 
limited. With reference to this passage in Romans, 
let us adopt the language of our opponent, on the one 
in Matthew. “The questiun is not fairly met by those 
4 who would deny the matter of fact here proved, with- 
| | out showing that these passages, and others similar to 
on them, mean something very different from what they 

He appear to mean. Itis to no purpose to resort to ob- 

scure passages to illustrate these plain ones.”’ 

‘Fhe reader who wishes for a more particular illus- 
tration of the word everlasting, may consult the first 
volume of the Christian Repository, page 143, Win- 
chester’s Dialogues, and Foster’s Examination of Dr. 
Strong on universal benevolence reconcileable with 
endless misery. 

Whether the everlasting punishment mentioned in 
Matthew refers to a future day of judgement, or to 

| events in this life, we think we need not make a sub- 
iil ject of investigation at this time, as it cannot on eith- 
> er consideration, very materially effect the subject in 
mf dispute concerning the perpetuity of punishment. 
: We should hardly suppose that men acquainted 
with scripture phraseology, would think of urging the 
. passage in Jolin iti. 36, to prove endless misery. 
a Speaking of the unbeliever, it says, “the wrath of God 
i. abideth on him.” When? Now in the present tense. 
) flow long shall this wrath abide him? Nothing said. 
| Should any unbeliever be converted, what then r “He 
that believeth oa the Son hath everlasting life. St. 
Paul says, “Know ye not that the unrighteous shall 
: not inherit the kingdom of God?” But is this an as- 
- | sertion that they cannot be saved? Certainly not; 
for he immediately tells us, “And such were some of 
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you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye 
are justified, in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the 
spirit of our God.” 1 Cor. vi. 9—11. 

Our author observes, “it is said of the wicked in the 
futnre state of existence, that “their worm dieth not 
and their fire is not quenched.” “Tho,” continues this 
writer, “this is admitted to be figurative languzge, yet 
it cannot mean less than extreme suffering. Tf this 
be a matter of fact in favor of endless misery, we ask, 
why the same expressions are used with an evident 
limited signification in scripture. An instance of this 
kind we have in Isaiah Ixvi. 24, “And they shall go 
forth, and look upon the carcases of the men ‘that have 
transgressed against me: for their worm shall not die, 
neither shall their fire be quenched ; and they shall 
be an abhorring unto all flesh.” We do not look for 
the fulfilment of this in eternity, but when “it shall 
come to pass that from one new moon to another, and 
from one Sabbath to another,’ all flesh shall come to 
worship before the Lord. Mention is made of fires in 
scripture which are said never to be quenched, that 
notwithstanding have long since ceased to burn. To 
this point we refer the reader to Jer. vi. 203 xvii. 
and Ezek. xx. 47, 48. 

As we think the writer has failed in maintaining his 
“particular account of the judgement day,” it will not 
follow of necessary consequence, because “he that be- 
lieveth not shall be damned,” that he will be end- 
lessly damned. We may avoid a mistake, and yet 
believe this damnation is much short of endless 
misery. 

We cannot but admire the care which this writer 
has exercised to maintain the doctrine of endless 
misery. The question “whether the eternal damna- 
tion of the wicked is consistent with the glory of God, 
or with the ends of universal berievolence,” he is not 
disposed to allow us to call up. For “of this,” he 
says, “we are not competent judges.” “I am inquir- 
ing,” he further says, “for matter of fact; whether we 
see the reasonableness of this fact now or not, God 
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will show us at last that he is right, and the world 
wrong.” So for the great glory of God in the end- 
less suffering of the wicked, we must be keptin awful 
suspense, to some unknown period of futurity, without 
the privilege of attending to a single argument from 
this enlightened brother of human nature. But as it 
turns out, this subject of the divine glory was decided 
m the following manner nearly eighteen hundred 
years ago. “If the ministration of death written and 
engraven in stones was glorious, so that the children 
of Israel could not stedfastly behold the face of Mo- 
ses for the glory of his countenance, which glory was 
to be done away; how shall not the ministration of 
the spirit be rather glorious. For if the ministration 
of condemnation be glory, mucH More doth the min- 
istration of righteousness exceed in glory.” 2 Cor. iii. 
7,8. As we here learn that there is a greater glor 
than that of condemnation, we are confident that end- 
less misery is not consistent with that greater and 
divine glory of God. And we are very glad to find 
this matter so fully decided to our sxtisfaction, not- 
withstanding the disposition of our opponent to keep 
us in perpetual suspense. 

Respecting the two classes of Universalists, we 
wish to have no contention with a believer in endless 
misery. That “both” systems “are brought forward 
for the same purpose, to quiet the conscience in the 
commission of sin,” looks like judging before the 
time. We think our opponents ought to allow that 
we are as well acquainted with our “purposes”’ as they 
are, and that they ought not to publish that such was 
our purpose, until we had told them. As for the 
opinion that “the fear of a limited punishment here- 
after has much the same effect as the fear of no pun- 
ishment at all,” we think not very strange. People 
that are ‘n a habit of dealing much in infinites, gen- 
me suppose limited things something like nothing 
at all. But when their system is out of sight, they 
are as fearful of having a limb burnt or bruised as any 
of us, altho it should be healed in a few months. We 
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who believe in the doctrine of a future limited pun- 
ishment, believe that the fear of itis some different 
from the fear of no punishment atall. Weare like- 
wise willing to acknowledge it is different from the 
fear of endless misery. While the former imposes a 
rational restraint, the latter fills the mind with horror 
and dismay. 

P.S. After writing the foregoing remarks, we found 
this piece, “on universal salvation,” inserted and an- 
swered in the Universalist Magazine of Boston. It 
likewise appears from the Christian Intelligencer of 
Portland, in which we also find an answer, that the 
Editor of the Christian Mirror had not only copied it 
into his paper from the Spectator, but had printed and 
distributed it in hundreds if not in thousands of hand- 
bills, and gratuitously sent them abroad, as the last, 
best, and most potent argument of orthodoxy, against 
the assertion that “God is the Savior of all men.”? Soit 
appears it is going the round, and in its course has net. 
overlooked Vermont. Had we supposed the piece so 
alarming to Universalists as our opposers seem to 
calculate by their exertions to give it publicity, we 
might perhaps have spent more time and labor in an- 
swering it. But as topics of a similar nature have 
been so frequently discussed in our periodical and 
other works, we do not consider our doctrine in jeop- 
ardy, tho we accompany it with but few remarks. 





DISSERTATIONS ON FUTURE PUNISHMENT. NO. 3S. 

In this number, we propose to notice some passages 
of scripture that appear to have an evident allusion 
to a period of suffering or punishment beyond this 
life. On this head we may, no doubt, safely premise, 
that future punishment, in a greater or less degree, is 
clearly implied in the doctrine of a future judgement. 
If the latter, then, be established, the former will 
follow of course. But we are under no necessity of 
taking this for granted. We are able to bring scrip- 
ture proofs, that when the period of judgement is, 
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then is the period of punishment. Indeed, the very 
idea of judgement implies some degree of suffering, 
exposure to, or danger of suffering. Bringing men to 
ju gement, brings them to trial,—not that the all- 

nowing God ware learn what the characters of his 
creatures are, or how he will dispose of them, but that 
he may slow men their characters, and the wisdem 
of his providence. 

On the subject of punishment connected with the 
judgement, we cite from 2 Pet. ii. 9. ‘The Lord 

noweth how to deliver the godly out of temptation, 
and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgement 
to be punished.”? This text is express to the point. 
The idea, also, that the ungodly are punished to the 
full extent of their wickedness, 1n their acts, is very 
clearly opposed: this doctrine admits of no reserve 
to a future day to be punished. It is, likewise, clear 
from this passage,that the day of judgement must mean 
some particular future sasiod, designated by the 
phrase, and not any time whatever, or there could be 
no reserving any one to that day. We do not say 
the passage is equally definite in referring to a period 
of future life; but the nature of the subject, and 
its relative connection with other passages of a simi- 
lar description, naturally require it. 

Passages of this description, connecting punish- 
ment or suffering with judgement, are the following : 
Jude 6. “And the angels which kept not their first 
estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved 
in everlasting chains, under darkness, unto the judge- 
ment of the great day.”” 2 Pet.ii. 4. “If God spared 
not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to 
hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, tu 
be reserved unto judgement.” We need not stop 
here to dispute with any man, whether the angels 
here mentioned are human or spiritual beings. Suffice 
it to say, they are such beings as sinned, and such as 
did not receive their punishment in sinning ; but were 
reserved unto judgement or condemnation. ; 

Nor need we attend to the inquiry whether these 
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sentences were quoted from the Jewish traditions, 
and whether they are to be received on the authority 
of inspiration concerning the fall of angels. Unless, 
in such case, they bear a proper analogy to the doc- 
trine of punishment, they surely would be unworthy 
the place which they occupy. 

Having thus shown from scripture, that the day of 
judgement is a period of punishment for such as are 
then ungodly, we may now make it a subject of inqui- 
ry, whether we may expect such a jndgement in a 
future state, or in a state beyond the present. We 
have already offered some reasons in favor of sucha 
conclusion, in the course of these dissertations ; but 
now propose to be more particular on this head. The 
words of St. Paul in Acts xxiv. 25, appear to contain 
some evidence of what we now labor to maintain. 
«And as,” says the historian, “he reasoned of right- 
eousness, temperance, and judgement to come, Felix 
trembled.”? Now in order to come at a probable 
cause of Felix’s trembling, let us look at what we may 
suppose might be the state of his mind, from the influ- 
ence of the religious sentiments of his age. Among 
the Jews, the Pharisees and Essenes were believers 
in future rewards and punishments. Of the former, 
it is said, “They believed in the immortality of the 
soul, and the resurrection, and the future reward of 
the righteous, whom they reckoned to be only the 
Jews ; and that tho the souls of the wicked went direct- 
ly to hell at their death, yet their bodies never rose 
again.”? Of the latter the same writer observes, 
“They believed the immortality of the soul, and the 
existence of angels, and a state of future rewards and 
punishments.”—Wood’s Bible Dictionary. Among 
the sentiments of the philosophers of that age, Dr. 
Moshiem says, “Plato is generally looked upon as 
superior to all the other philosophers in wisdom ; and 
this eminent rank does not seem to have been unde- 
servedly conferred upon him. He taught that the 
universe was governed by a being, giorious in power 
and wisdom, and possessed of a perfect liberty and 
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independence. He extended also the views of mor- 
tals beyond the grave, and showed them, in futurity, 
prospects adapted to excite their hopes, and work upon 
their fears.” 

Tho we should allow that Felix was not a particu- 
lar adherent of any of these sects, still their doctrines 
might have had an imperceptible influence upon his 
mind, which on the occasion of St. Paul’s preaching, 
and enforcing the idea of a judgement to come, would 
arouse to open sensibility the latent feelings of fear. 
The Apostle’s reasoning of righteousness and tempe- 
rance, in connexion with a judgement to come, set 
home to Felix’s mind a strong conviction for his ini- 
quity, and powerfully portrayed to his view the unhap- 
py and lasting consequences of a wicked life. Is it 
not reasonable to conclude that the cause of Felix’s » 
trembling was his hearing the doctrine of righteous- 
ness and temperance more clearly explained, and the 
practice more powerfully enforced, and, in addition to 
this, a future judgement and consequent punishment 
for wickedness, more certain and more terrible, than 
he was accustomed to hear? Can it be rationally 
accounted for any other consideration ? On the other 
hand, had St. Paul reasoned on these subjects as many 
of our preachers now do, would Felix, or any other 
man like him, be likely to tremble ? Has the reasoning 
of the best orators we have on these subjects ever 
been known to produce such effects? I speak with 
reference to those that deny all future punishments ; 
and, no doubt we may say, without being charged 
with pedantry or ostentation, that we have men of 
this class, of yery renowned talents in the art of 
reasoning. Had Felix totally disbelieved the doc- 
trine of future punishment, and St. Paul had argued 
against it, what could have made him tremble ? Had 
Felix disbelieved the doctrine, and St. Paul had rea- 
soned contrary according to his views, his attention 
would have been called to less punishment than he 
believed, of course no one could suppose that in that 
case he would have trembled. Hence itis perceived that 
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the text cannot but have a strong bearing in favor of 
future punishment from this consideration. 

Another scripture in proof of the point for which we 
labor, is found in Acts xvii. 30,31. “And the times 
of this ignorance God winked at, but now commandeth 
all men every where to repent: because he hath ap- 
pointed a day-in the which he will judge the world in 
righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained, 
whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that 
he hath raised him from the dead.” This passage 
will justify the following remarks: 

1. If the punishment of sin is always immediately 
and inseparably connected with the act, we know not 
how God winked at “the times of ignorance,” an 
more than under that dispensation in which the light 
of the gospel shone. 

2. God’s appointing a day to judge the world de- 
notes some particular period. Did it denote any time 
whatever, it would not be an appointed day. 

3. It being an appointed day to judge the world, 
the judgement must of course naturally follow the 
works of the world, for which it is judged. 

4. God’s calling all men every where to repent, 
is enforced from the consideration that all men are to 
be judged, in the day which God has appointed. 

5. If the day which God has appointed, denotes 
some specified period, and not anytime, and was in 
the apostolic age, then the text does not call on those 
of after ages to repent, from the consideration that 
there will be a judgement, because the judgement is 
past already. 

6. But if the judgement is some particular period, 
and all the world are to be judged, it will follow that 
this day of judgement is in future life. 

The words of St. Paul, in his second Epistle to the 
Corinthians, chapter v. verses 8, 9, 10, very justly 
deserve notice in this place. “We are confident, [ 
say, and willing rather to be absent from the body and 
to be present with the Lord. Wherefore we Labor, 


that whether present or absent, we may be accepted 
12 
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of him. For we must all appear before the judgement 
seat of Christ, that. every one may receive the thin 
done in his body, according to that he hath done, 
whether it be good or bad.”?_ We notice in this pas- 
sage, that St. Paul speaks of “appearing before the 
judgement-seat of Christ,”? as an event then future ; 
—‘“we must’’—not, we do. Then to account this 
appearing before the judgement-seat of Christ, the 
gospel dispensation agrees not with the phraseology 
of the passage. The phrase “we all’? comprehends 
too much universality, te be accommodated to the 
believers of that or any one particular age. This is 
fully confirmed by Rom. xiv. 10, 11, “But why dost 
thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at 
nought thy brother ? for we shall all stand before the 
judgement-seat of Christ. For it is written, As I 
live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and 
every tongue shall confess to God.” It is further 
plain by every one’s receiving the things done in his 
body, or receiving the judgement of things done in his 
body, that the appearing before the judgement-seat of 
Christ, will be after the works of the body are finished. 
The Apostle says, we labor, that, aad present or 
absent, we may be accepted of him. There issuch a 
thing as being accepted of him, when absent from the 
body, as well as when present in the body. There 
may likewise be such a thing as not to be accepted 
when absent from the body; or it would be useless to 
labor for that acceptance as the Apostle said . they 
did. 

In connexion with the passage last cited, let the 
Apostle’s question to him who judges rashly be 
noticed. “And thinkest thou, O man, that judgest 
them which do such things, and doest the same, that 
thou shalt escape the judgement of God ©’? Should 
you tell the mistaken man that calculates to escape, 
that the reason why he cannot escape, is because 
God’s judgements and chastisements are always 
immediately connected with the crimes of the wicked, 
m correcting his mistake, how much would you alter 
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the question ? He thought he should escape; you tell 
him he does not escape. ‘He says, I know what I 
experience in the present tense ; you tell him, he need 
not expect God will call him to judgement after this 
life. Every reader may calculate how forcible thé 
Apostle Paul’s question would be, according to these 
views. We have reason therefore, to believe, these 
views are not justified by the natural import of his 
language, in many passages which are contained in 
his writings. 

It seems hardly necessary, after a careful attention 
to the passages already cited on the subject of future 
judgement and punishment, to add to their number ; 
but to show that the scriptures are far from being barren 
on this subject, we will subjoin one from Matt. xi. 23, 
24. “And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto 
heaven, shalt be brought down to hell ; for if the mighty 
works which have been done in thee, had been done 
in Sodom, it would have remained until this day. 
But I say unto you, That it shall be more tolerable for 
a land of Sodom in the day of judgement, than for > 
thee.” 

In the passage before us, we find a comparison of 
Capernaum with Sodom. Both are arraigned in the 
day of judgement; and the judgement of Sodom is as 
much represented to be future to the time in which 
Christ spake, as Capernaum. The words, “shall be 
more tolerable for the land of Sodoin in the day of 
judgement than for thee,” put their judgement both 
alike in the future tense by the phrase shall be. If 
this point be fairly decided, as it seems it is, let us 
next inquire; Where were the inhabitants of Sodom 
when our Savior uttered these words? Not in the 
land of the living. Long ere then, they had been 
numbered with those nations and great men of the 
earth, a remembrance of whom is preserved only in 
the annals of history. Then the judgement of Sodom, 
to which our Savior alluded, could not be in this life; 
and as Capernaum is to have a judgement less tolera- 
ble, at a particular time, called the day of judgement, 
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hers must be in the future state also. And if these 
receive judgement in the future state at the day of 
judgement, it proves the day of judgement to be after 
this life. : 

“Should it be said the judgement of Sodom to which 
our Savior referred, was her destruction by fire, as it 
was said, she was set forth for an example, suffering 
the vengeance of eternal fire, it may be answered, then 
the language of our Savior was calculated to deceive. 
Had he said, ‘It was more tolerable for the land of 
Sodom in her day of judgement, than shall be for 
you in yours,’ the idea would have been clearly ex- 
pressed, by putting the judgement of Sodom in the 
past time, and Capernaum in the future. But he who 
spake with authority and not as the scribes, expressed 
it differently, 

“Our subject, likewise, admits no evasion by under- 
standing Sodom figuratively. The text is clear in 
éxpression that old Sodom was meant. This is evi- 
dent from these words ; “If the mighty works which 
have been done in thee, had been done in Sodom, it 
would have remained until this day.” 

“As Capernaum, in our text is compared with 
Sodom, so in other places, Chorazin and Bethsaida are 
compared with Tyre and Siden. Of Tyre and Sidon, 
our Savior said, as he did of Sodom, it shall be more 
tolerable in the day of judgement than for Chorazin 
and Bethsaida. And it is as evident that by Tyre 
and Sidon is meant those ancient cities, known by 
those names, as it is that by Sodom is intended the city 
so memorable for being suddenly destroyed by fire.” 

The above remarks on the passage under considera- 
tion, were published by the Editor about four years 
ago, since which time, we have had an opportunity of 
becoming acquainted with some of the methods made 
use of by the deniers of future punishment to avoid 
their force. These, it may be proper briefly to notice, 
as they have at different times made their appearance 
in public. Oneof them, which we consider a mere 
evasion, is, that the inhabitants of old Sodom were not 
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meant, but the literal land or soil that suffers more 
tolerably inthe day of judgement. Such consider the 
judgement of Sodom to be the time of her destruction 
by fire. But it is well known that the inhabitants 
were destroyed by that fire, as well as the land, 
which, according to that interpretation, were not 
included in our Lord’s meaning. Can any reasonable 
person suppose that Christ meant to compare the 
judgement of Capernaum, which he said was exalted 
to heaven, with the literal soil of old Sodom? We 
surely should not have thought it, had we not known 
that it has been adopted. Land is frequently used by 
a figure of speech for the inhabitants that live upon it, 
as house is used for the people who dwell init. God 
says by the prophet Malachi, (chap. iii. 12) to Israel, 
«And all nations shall call you blessed ; for ye shall 
- be a delightsome land.”? What will bea delightsome 
land? “Ye,” the people. See further on this subject 
in the Christian Repository, Volume 3d, pages 65 and 
82. We find this judgement of Sodom is noticed in 
Luke x. 12, where the word land is not used. But 
after all, if it must be the literal land of Sodom that 
was meant, let some one show us what literal land 
ever suffered less tolerably than the land 6f Sodom. 
It has ever been represented by historians a barren 
waste from the time of its destruction te the present. 

Another method of accommodating this passage to 
the ancient destruction of the Sodomites is by assert- 
ing that the future, shall be, is a Hebraism for the past 
tense, hath beew. But if this is the case, the judge- 
ment of Capernaum, Chorazin, and Bethsaida, 
past when it was threatened! But if theirs were 
future, why not Sodom, Tyre and Sidon, expressed by 
the same phrase in the same place that expresses the 
other? That the phrase, shall be, should mean at the 
same time, both the future and the past, is neither an 
Hebraism, Grecism, nor Anglicism, according to any 
lexicon, dictionary, or grammar that ever we saw (and 
we have seen not a few,) but it is an ism that never 
had a name, and we think never ought to have. 

12* 
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We forbear to attempt an illustration of more 
passages in this place in relation to this subject; but 
submit the passages already quoted, with the remarks 


and arguments accompanying them, to the candor and 
impartiality of our friends. 


LETTER TO THE EDITOR ON THE FAITH OF THE AN- 
CIENT FATHERS. 
Dear and respected Brother, 

As it is not generally known that any of the ancient 
Fathers were believers in the final salvation of: all 
men, [ think it may be subserving a useful purpose to 
publish, in the Christian Repository, the following 
statements. 

I was led to this train of thinking, by reading a 
book entitled, Universal Damnation and Universal 
Salvation clearly proved by the scriptures. The aa- 
thor of the work was an Episcopalian. In pages 110, 
i11, we find the following; “For what can condemn 
any man if the sins of all are satisfied for? If they 
are not saved it is plain they cannot be punished ; but 
there is no middle way between salvation and damna- 
tion, so that you must see the Church of England has, 
in her articles, taught the salvation of all men, at least, 
implicitly; and am I to be condemned for ome 
from all the Church cle in doctrine, because 

reach the doctrine contained in the 39th article? 

s this a crime to preach the doctrine, contained in 
the articles of the church of England, beeause it is 
said none of the rest of the clergy teach so, but the 
contrary? Will the preaching of the doctrine of the 
Church of England eontradict the doctrine of her 
clergy? Can preaching the doctrine of the Church of 
England, be shewing disrespect to her Bishops, or 
great writers or clergy who composed the 39 articles 
But my teaching that all mankind will finally be hap- 
py, is not preaching contrary to what is and ever has 
been taught by the rest of the clergy of the Church of 
Kneeland. For so less a man than the Archbishop 
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Tillotson, has been written against, for preaching this 
doctrine ; and at least in one of his sermons, he did 
intimate that this was his opinion, tho at the same 
time he appeared to be in darkness and doubt about 
it ; and several others of the clergy of the Church 
have taught the salvation of at. MEN. 
Mr. Murdon, a Church clergyman, has for several 
preached the same doctrine, and has printed a 
ook on the subject, and yet is in full and regular 
pera under his bishop. Dr. Steed, who was of 
our order, and was greatly admired in most parts of 
England, in a sermon he delivered in St. Paul’s Ca- 
thedral Church in London, has these words ; “Our 
Savior laid down his life for the sins of the whole 
world ; he came, that as in Adam all die, so in Christ 
shall all be made alive.” Again, speaking of Christ, 
says he, “The sphere of his beneficence extended back- 
wards to the foundation of the world, and reaches for- 
ward to the last conflagration, he became the Savior 
of all ages: from the first birth of time to its last 
period. The Father of mankind, from the rising of 
the sun, to the going down of the same. The blessings 


of his coming into the world are as extensive as the 
world, and as lasting as eternity.” 


He continues, “Behold the Son of , pourin 
forth his blood, as well as prayers, even for those that 
shed it; behold him, at once, bearing the insults, expi- 
ating the sins, and sede | happiness for mankind, 
till at last he bows his sacred head, and shuts up the 
solemn scene, with these short but comprehensive 
words, ir Is FINISHED :—the great, the stupendous 
work. The universal sacrifice, which shall take in 
* all mankind, and which all mankind shall contem- 
plate throughout eternity with awful joy and grati- 
tude, is completed: Our Savior was a person bern for 
the whole world, for which he died, a blessing to all 
mankind, from the beginning of time, and whom all 
mankind will have reason to bless, when time shall 
be no more.” | 


From the Apostles’ time, till the introduction of 
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made the first advances to settle, and this to help 
myself out of difficulty; all of which is totally erro- 
neous.—But I wish to guard against any suspicion 
being entertained of Mr. Turner’s veracity, in this 
case, for he has fully certified that Mr. Dean gave him 
such information; and I am sorry to say that Mr. 
Dean has made the same incorrect statement to a 
number of others.—I would also inform those who 
have heard this statement, that I have in my posses< 
sion, all the papers respecting my complaint against 
Mr. Dean, and our settlement, and will satisfy any 
who will call on me. Hosea Batxouv. 





We, the subscribers, take this way to correct ano- 
ther mistake in the above extract of Rev. Mr. Turner’s 
letter. The mistake is found in the following words: 
“not long since the Junior Editors {of the Magazine } 
informed the public, that they had no right to make a 
distinct settlement.”? This is a mistake—What we 
informed the public was, that the Editors had entered 
into a mutual understanding that we would not pub- 
lish any thing relative to the Appeal to the Public, 
without the consent of all the Editors. We. never 
stated that we had no right to make a distinct settle- 
ment. Hosea Battou, 2d. 

Tromas Wuitremore. 
== 

Thank you, gentlemen, for this correction. Did 
you not tell us you did sign a mutual agreement, and 
agree that that agreement should be published,” 
and was not the latter agreement, as well as the 
former, indispensably necessary to a ‘distinct settle- 
ment” of those difficulties that had been published ? 
If you had entered into a mutual understanding not to 
publish any thing relative to the ‘Appeal to the Public,’ 
“without the consent of all the Editors,”’ did not said 
“mutual understanding” deprive you of the “right” 
to publish said mutual agreement? If then you had 
no right to fulfil all that was necessary to “a distinct 
settlement,” tho you might make and sign “a mutual 
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agreement,” it still appears from your own statements, 
tho you say you “never stated” it, that you had “no 
right” to make “a distinct settlement.”” How much 
more, then, does the mistake amount to, than merely 
a departure from your own phraseology ? 


——= Ep1ror. 
WESTERN ASSOCIATION. 

The annual meeting of this Association, the present year, 
was held at Otsego, the first Wednesday and Thursday of June 
last. ‘Fhey had three discourses the first day as follows: Br. J. 
S. Flagler, from Ex. xx. 7; Br. J. Whitnall, from Isa. Ixvi. 18; 
and Br. P. Morse, from Gen. iii. 24. Two discourses, the sec- 
ond day ; Br. Jones, from 1 Pet. iii. 15; and Br. S. R. Smith, 
from 1 Tim. iv. 16. Brs. Benjamin Hickox and Ezra S. Goode 
win received fellowship, as preachers of the everlasting gospel. 
Br. Amos Reed, Arthur Field, and Henry Roberts, received 
ordination. The Societies in Little Falls, Salisbury, Onondaga, 
and Walton, were received into fellowship. 

*‘Received requests from a number of societies for the organi- 
zation of branch associations in the following places, viz. One 
in Cayuga Co. and its vicinity, to be called the ‘*Cayuga Asso- 
ciation, and one in Jefferson Co. and sts vicinity, to be called 
‘“Black river Association,’ and one in Chenango Co. to be 
called the *“*Chenango Association.” 

‘On receiving a request from brother Edwim Ferris, to with- 
draw from the connexion of the Western Association, not 
abandoning his faith in universal salvation, nor the duties of the 
ministry, but on account of minor differences* of opinion, and 
whereas nothing appeared against the moral and religious 
deportment of Br. Ferris ;—Therefore, resolved, that this Asso- 
ciation has no power nor inclination to retain Br. Ferris, con- 
trary to his wish, or the dictates of his own conscience.” 

**Voted, that this Association be adjourned to meet in Madi- 
son, county of Madison, N. Y. the first Wednesday and Thurs- 
day in June, 1824.” 


* These minor differences we understand, were respecting 
the subject of future punishment. 


Obituary. 


Died at Ticonderoga, N. Y. July 1, Miss Marntam Marsa, 
daughter of Mr. Leonard Marsh of Shoreham, in the 19th year 
of ber age. She was a firm believer in the grace of God that 
bringeth salvation unto all men. 

At Bridgewater, Vt. August 28, Mrs. DesonAm MEnpDELL, 
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Popery, is a period of about four or five hundred years ; 


in which time, the general opinion of bishops and 
clergy of the Christian church was, that all mankind 
would be finally and everlastingly happy, if we believe 


Dr. Whitby, who was esteemed a great and learned 


divine of the Church of England. Says Dr. Whitby, 
“This hath been the constant doctrine of the Church 
of Christ, owned by the Greek and Latin fathers ;— 
among the Greek fathers, Chrysostom, whose words 
are these, When the fulness of the Gentiles is come 
in, then all Israel shall be saved, at the time of 
Christ’s second coming, and the consummation of all 
things.”” Says Origen, “They of the people of Israel, 
who for their unbelief were deserted, that God’s 
mercy might be showed to you, ney shall not always 
be left in unbelief; but when the dispensation of the 
fulness of the Gentiles is completed, they also shall 
find mercy; Israel may then also enter; for if the 
fulness of the Gentiles be come in, then all Israel 
shall be saved, and then there shall be one fold and 
one Shepherd.” 

All the Latin fathers, who have left us any com- 
mentaries or notes on the Epistle to the Romans, did 
plainly believe in the salvation of all men :—Of this 
you will be convinced by reading Hitary the Deacon, 
Primasius,* Sedurius, and Homo. St. Augustin says, 
that the carnal Israelite, who now will not believe, 
shall hereafter do so. St. Cyril was also of the same 
mind.—St. Jerome, having cited those words of Christ, 
spoken to the barren fig-tree, Let no fruit grow on thee 
forever, Matt. xxi. 19, bids us consider, that he saith 
not forever and ever, but only in seculum, for that age ; 
and when that day is past, and when the fulness of 
the Gentiles be come in, then this fig-tree shall bear 
fruit again, and all Israel shall be saved. 

We think the enemies of our faith ought not to 
accuse us, (as they frequently do) of holding to new 
invented doctrines of men. So far from that, that we 
have, according to our ideas, indubitable testimony, 
written by inspiration, that this doctrine was taught 
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to our first parents, but more certainly to Abraham, as 


well as toall the holy prophets, since the world began. 
It is also certain, that the first Christian authors, who 
wrote the first after the Apostles’ day, were believers 


in the restitution of all mankind. Now is it not more 


reasonable to suppose, that the first writers would 
state, correctly, the doctrines taught by our Savior 
and his Apostles, than those who fived in after pert- 
‘ods, when truth was hidden with vain traditions, su- 
perstitions, and bigotry ?_ I think all must answer in 
the affirmative. It is true, some errors crept into the 
churches in an early day, but none of that magnitude 
as the one we are considering. And we might be 
surprised and wonder, that the doctrine of endless 
misery should so soon be believed by the professed 
followers of their all glorious and merciful Redeemer, 
were it not a doctrine that is so highly pleasing to the 
earnal mind, which is not subject to the law of God, 
neither in deed can be. The carnal mimd must be 
destroyed, before one can be brought into the glorious 


liberty of the children of God. 


Dear sir, I would not be thought te embrace for 
my creed the whole of the thirty-nine articles of the 
Church of England. I would only say, that the doc- 
trine of universal salvation is plainly implied in some 
of their articles, but is not denied by any, agreeable 


te the ideas of the writer above quoted. C.C. 


From the Universaliet Magazine. 
NOTICE.—By request. : 


{t is with deep regret that I am compelled to con- 
tradict a statement, contained in the above extract 
(namely, the extract published in our last| from Rev. 
Edward Turner’s letter tc Rev. Samuel C. Loveland. 
The statement is in the following words : “Mr. Bal- 
lou made the first advances to settle.’ This indi- 
cates that, respecting the difficulty between me and 
Mr. Dean, I censidered myself in the wrong, and 
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made the first advances to settle, and this to help 
myself out of difficulty; all of which is totally erro- 
neous.—But I wish to guard against any suspicion 
being entertained of Mr. Turner’s veracity, in this 
case, for he has fully certified that Mr. Dean gave him 
such information; and I am sorry to say that Mr. 
Dean has made the same incorrect statement to a 
number of others.—I would also inform those who 
have heard this statement, that I have in my posses- 
sion, all the papers respecting my complaint against 
Mr. Dean, and our settlement, and will satisfy any 
who will call on me. Hosea Bartov. 





We, the subscribers, take this way to correct ano- 
ther mistake in the above extract of Rev. Mr. Turner’s 
letter. The mistake is found in the following words: 
“not long since the Junior Editors fof the Magazine | 
informed the public, that they had no right to make a 
distinct settlement.”? This is a mistake—What we 
informed the public was, that the Editors had entered 
into a mutual understanding that we would not pub- 
lish any thing relative to the Appeal to the Public, 
without the consent of all the Editors. We. never 
stated that we had no right to make a distinct settle- 
ment. Hosea Battou, 2d. 

Tuomas Wuitremore. 
SS 

Thank you, gentlemen, for this correction. Did 
you not tell us you did sign a mutual agreement, and 
agree that that agreement should be published,”’ 
and was not the latter agreement, as well as the 
former, indispensably necessary to a ‘distinct settle- 
ment” of those difficulties that had been published ? 
If you had entered into a mutual understanding not to 
publish any thing relative to the ‘Appeal to the Public,’ 
“without the consent of all the Editors,”’ did not said 
“mutual understanding” deprive you of the “right” 
to publish said mutual agreement? If then you had 
no right to fulfil all that was necessary to “a distinct 
settlement,” tho you might make and sign “a mutual 
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agreement,” it still appears from your own statements, 
tho you say you “never stated” it, that you had “no 
right” to make “a distinct settlement.”?’ How much 
more, then, does the mistake amount to, than merely 
a departure from your own phraseology ? 


—— Epiror. 
WESTERN ASSOCIATION. 

The annual meeting of this Association, the present year, 
was held at Otsego, the first Wednesday and Thursday of June 
last. ‘Fhey had three discourses the first day as follows: Br. J. 
5. Flagler, from Ex. xx. 7; Br. J. Whitnall, from Isa. Ixvi. 18 ; 
and Br. P. Morse, from Gen. iii. 24. Two discourses, the sec- 
ond day ; Br. Jones, from 1 Pet. iii. 15; and Br. S. R. Smith, 
from 1 Tim. iv. 16. Brs. Benjamin Hickox and Ezra S. Goode 
win received fellowship, as preachers of the everlasting gospel. 
Br. Amos Reed, Arthur Field, and Henry Roberts, received 
ordination. The Societies in Little Falls, Salisbury, Onondaga, 
and Walton, were received into fellowship. 

‘‘Received requests from a number of societies for the organi- 
zation of branch associations in the following places, viz. “One 
in Cayuga Co. and its vicinity, to be called the ‘Cayuga Asso- 
ciation, and one in Jefferson Co. and sts vicinity, to be called 
‘‘Black river Association,” and one in Chenango Co. to be 
called the **Chenango Association.” 

‘On receiving a request from brother Edwin Ferris, to with- 
draw from the connexion of the Western Association, not 
abandoning his faith in universal salvation, nor the duties of the 
ministry, but on account of minor differences* of opinion, and 
whereas nothing appeared against the moral and religious 
deportment of Br. Ferris ;—Therefore, resolved, that this Asso- 
ciation has no power nor inclination to retain Br. Ferris, con- 
trary to his wish, or the dictates of his own conscience.” 

‘Voted, that this Association be adjourned to meet in Madi- 
son, county of Madison, N. Y. the first Wednesday and Thurs- 
day in June, 1824.” 


* These minor differences we understand, were respecting 
the subject of future punishment. 


Obituary. 


Died at Ticonderoga, N. Y. July 1, Miss Marntam Mansa, 
daughter of Mr. Leonard Marsh of Shoreham, in the 19th year 
of ber age. She was a firm believer in the grace of God that 
bringeth salvation unto all men. 

At Bridgewater, Vt. August 28, Mrs. DeEsorAm MENDELL, 
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wife of Mr. Amos Mendell, aged 57. She was one of the first 
setilers, and her oldest child was the first_ born in that town. 
Wt She had long been a believer in the salv+tion of all men, and 
fait aderned her faith by a well ordered life and conversation. 

ry 





s For the Repository. 
THE 157th PSALM PARAPHRASED. 


Hard by the banks of Babel’s oozy river, 
BS There we sat down to weep and think of Zion ; 
ei at | And there w2 hang’d our harps untin’d and silent, 
High on the willows. 





isi f For there the oppressors carried us as captives, 
| i And while they wasted us in cruel bondage, 

ie Ask’d of us mirth, and taunting said unto us, 

He Sing songs of Zion. 


il How can we sing the sacred songs of Zion— 
Songs of the Lord, and in the land of strangers, 
Far from our country under cruel bondage, 
UTE Sorely oppressive ? 

O then, Jerusalem, if I forget thee, 
Let this my right hand thus forget her cunning : 


If Ido not in bondage thee remember, 
} Be my tongue silent. 


=} PON LN LT BD A ET SA 


b. And let it cleave unto my mouth’s roef speechless, 
If Ido not Jerusalem distinguish ; 
And this in honor, should | not prefer it 
To my chief pleasure. 
DD, St#**F 5, 
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From the Gospel Advocate. 
INGRATITUDE. 

Among all evils there are none worse than those 
arising from religious contentions. A few months 
since, this section of our country was ina state of 
religious jargon and contention. Presbyterians were 
arrayed agamst Methodists ; Episcopalians were con- 
tending against Calvinists ; and Calvinists were anx- 
ious to return the compliment. Baptists were against 
the Arminians, and they against the Baptists! In 
short, every man’s hand was against his neighbor, and 
to the uninterested beholder, the whole presented a 
scene of bloodless warfare. But no sooner was the 
trumpet of the gospel of peace on earth, good will to 
men, sounded in their ears, than the weapons of their 
warfare were grounded, and one would have been led 
to suppose their spears were beat into pruning hooks! 
But, O, the ingratitude of the human heart! Forget- 
ful of the cause of their quietness, they no sooner had 
time to recover their strength, than the toesin of war 
was sounded around the standard of “endless wretch- 
edness,’ and the whole multitude were united, and 
yet continue to bite the hand that fed them, and rail 
against those that brought them peace, and imprecate 


with vilest abuse their friends, the Universalists. ! ! 
OLD HONESTY. 





MISCELLANEOUS ARTICLES. 

Eastern Association. This body commenced their annual 
meeting this year, on the 24th of June, at Waterville, Me. 
They had three discourses the first day as follows. 

1. From Br. Wm. A. Drew, from John xvii. 9. 

2. Br. Hosea Ballou, from Gen. xlix. 10. 

3 Br. Fayette Mace, from Ps. Ixxxiv. 11. 

The second day, they had two discourses : 

1. Br. Russell Streeter, from Rom. viii. 31. 

2. Br. Hosea Ballou, from 2 Cor. iv. 5 

The Universalist Societies of Gu:lford. Parkman, Sangerville, 
Foxcroft, and Lover, were received into fellowship. Brs. 4l- 
vin Dinsmore, and J. W. Hoskins, received letters of fellow- 
ship. ‘The preachers who took a part in the publig exercises, 
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besides those already mentioned, were Bre. Wm. Frost, Jabez 
Woodman, and Sylvanus Cobb. The Association is adjourned 


to meet at Farmington, Me. on the last Wednesday and Thurs- 
day in June, 1824. 


It appears by a late report of the society for promot- 
ing the education of the poor in Ireland, that the num- 
ber of their schools is 227, containing 51,637 scholars. 
The London Hibernian Society patronized 475, in 
which 53,233 children were instructed. Besides 
these, there were 90 schools under the Baptist Irish 
Society, containing 7000 scholars. Itis said that the 
[rish poor eagerly embraced the opportunity of pro- 
euring instruction for their ehildren; and that the 
ebildren evinced great arder in the acquisition of 
knowledge. About five sixths of the whole number of 
children instructed in these schools are Roman Cath- 
elics.—C, Reg. 





In the New York state prison are 580 prisoners. Of 
these, 195 cannot read, and 52 cannot write. Near- 
ly one fourth of the convicts are blacks, tho the black 
population of the state is only as 1 to 35.—ib. 





Rev. Walter Balfour of Charlestown, Mass. a late 
convert to the faith of universal salvation, has issued 
proposals for publishing, by subscription, an geo 
into the scriptural import of the words, sheol, 
hades, tartarosas, and gehenna, all translated hell in 
the common English version. The work is to be 
printed in one volume octavo, to contain between four 
and five hundred pages, and to be delivered to sub- 
scribers at two dollars in boards. 








Baptist Society of the United States.—From a re- 
porto’ the Baptist Convention, held at Was'ington, 
it appears there are in the United States, 2,354 church- 
es, and 206,110 members of that denomination. 


Plain Truth. 
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Mew periodical works.—The Evangelical Reper- 
tory is published monthly at Boston, by Br. Edward 
Turner. Each No. contains 16 octavo pages, and is 
afforded to subscribers at 75 cents a year. It com- 
menced in the month of July last. 

The Gospel Inquirer is published once in two weeks, 
each number containing 8 pages octavo, by Br. G. B. 
Lisher, at Little Falls, N. Y. Itis afforded to sub- 
scribers at one dollar a year. 





We have received a pamphlet containing 19 pages 
octavo, by Br. Charles Hudson, entitled “The Doc- 
trine of the immediate happiness of all men at the 
article of Death, examined in aletter to a friend.” It 
appears to be a well written piece, and affords a num- 
ber of scriptural arguments against “the doctrine of 
the immediate happiness of all men.”’ 

We understand there is “a review” of this work by 
Br. Thomas Whittemore, but have not seen it. 

—— - —___-} 


Br. Dean’s settlement with Br. Ballou appears like 

a piece of new cloth sown to an old garment. The 
new piece is torn out, and the rent made worse. Tho 
we comply with Br. Ballou’s request, in publishing his 
“notice,” we cannot see as it can render him any 
essential benefit, allowing that he is correct. Those 
of us at a distance, who have no other knowledge of 
that settlement than what the extract from Br. Tur- 
ner’s letter affords, and have long entertained a very 
favorable opinion of Br. Ballou, could easily conclude 
that his making “the first advances,” indicated that 
he was disposed to live peaceably with all men, with- 
out implying, that he thought he was in the wrong. 
The great impropriety in this matter, which we are 
anable to solve, is his making a private settlement with 
Br. Dean, either by making or receiving “the advan- 
ces,” and immediately engaging or acquiescing in a 
ublic censure, that involved the same person, and 


with reference to the same difficuities. 
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A new College has been recently established in Au- 
i Kentucky, under the patronage of the Metho- 
ist Episcopal Church.—S. E. Post. 


We have received a reply, signed a Friend to the 
Declaration, toa couple of articles in the Universalist 
Magazine, signed H. B. on what is known to our read- 
ers by the “Ieclaration.”” As this Declaration has 
occasioned considerable excitement among the breth- 
ren, and as there has been a public attempt to involve 
the characters of certain brethren known to be its au- 
thors, the Editor has concluded to suffer no attack of 
this Declaration, under a disguised signature ; and if 
no attack is admitted, no defence is necessary. If 
H. B. will authorize us to use his name, we will en- 
gage him an opponent, who will meet him in the same 
way. 

A duel was lately fought near Grand River, U. C. 
between Col. Norton, the famous Indian chief, and a- 
nother chief of his neighborhood, in which the former 
was slightly, and the latter yee | wounded. The 
gavages are progressing in the arts of civilization. 





To Correspondents.—D.S.’s communication was re- 
ceived too late for this number. We are sorry to say 
we have not room for Br. Briggs’ “Notice to the Pub- 
lic,” and are obliged to postpone its publicatien. 





